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Testimony of
WILLIAM J. AILA, JR.

Chairperson

Before the House Committee on
WATER & LAND

Wednesday, February 12, 2014
8:00 AM

State Capitol, Room 229

In consideration of
HOUSE BILL 1678

RELATING TO HISTORIC PRESERVATION

House Bill l678 proposes to alter the de nition of historic property in Chapter 6E, Hawaii
Revised Statutes (HRS) from “a property over fty years old” to “a property over seventy- ve
years old.” lt further clari es that nothing in Chapter 6E, HRS, shall be construed to require
review by the Department of Land and Natural Resources (Department) of a private residence
fty or more year sold that has not been entered into or nominated by the owner of the residence

for entry, onto the Hawaii Register of Historic Places (Hawaii Register). The Department
acknowledges the intent of this measure and recommends that it be held without action.

House Bill l678 addresses a real problem and a perceived problem, both of which the
Department is committed to resolving. In 2013, the Department reviewed about 3,000 pennit
applications for architectural properties fty years old or older. There is a common perception
that the Department’s reviews routinely take far longer than they should. During 2013 on
average those reviews took seventeen days, and the most common length for a review was ve
calendar days. Only a handful of reviews took the “months” described in SECTION 1 of House
Bill 1678. Perception does not match reality.

The vast majority of those reviews were from properties that the Department regards as historic
only because they meet the overly broad statutory de nition, which makes any building over
fty years old historic. Most of those buildings for which permits were reviewed would not

qualify for inclusion in the Hawaii Register. Even for homes that would qualify for inclusion in
the Hawaii Register, many of the permits reviewed were for activities that would not affect the
qualities of the building qualifying it for the Hawaii Register.

0 The Department recognizes that many of these reviews, even though completed in a very
timely fashion, are simply unnecessary and burden the homeowner, the counties, and the
Department.



This bill shifts the burden of review into the future and interferes with the Department’s
efforts to take care of the issue substantively and permanently.

Consideration of historic properties at fty years is a widely accepted national standard.

Creating a separation between Hawaii law and the federal framework of historic
preservation would unnecessarily frustrate the Department’s efforts to promote and
provide access to historic tax credits and other historic preservation grants and incentives.

Treating “residential properties” differently pursuant to Chapter 6E, HRS., will slow
down the Department’s efforts to streamline the review process.

Further limiting review of properties through blanket adjustments such as this, guarantees
that many of Hawaii’s valuable heritage resources will be altered, damaged or destroyed.

World War ll, Statehood and the Plantation Era all occurred between 1939 and 1964.
This bill would allow vestiges ofthese histories to be erased.

Certain projects can have an effect on non-architectural properties. A blanket exclusion
from review for properties built from l939-1964 will almost certainly result in damage to
archeological sites and disturbance of iwi kupuna.

The problem of unnecessary reviews of permit applications arises from the fact that the
Section 6E-2, HRS. de nes any building more than fty years old as a historic property.

Senate Bill 2633 amends Section 6E-2, HRS, to require that the property be at least 50
years old and possess qualities that qualify it for inclusion in the Hawaii Register. The
Department believes that this requirement would resolve the problem of unnecessary
reviews while at the same time protecting Hawai’i’s unique cultural and historic heritage.



2014 Officers

President
Brian K. Adachi
BKA Builders, lnc.

President-Elect
Richard I-lobscn, Jr.
Gentry Homes, Ltd.
Vice President
cm; Washofsky
Servco Home & Appllarice Distribution
Treasurer
Guy J. Shim-In
Fm Hawaiian Bank
Secretary
Evan Fujimoto
Graham Builders, lnc.

Specia| Appointee-Bui|der
owl o. Silen
Hawallan Dredging Construction Co., lnc.
Special Appointee-Builder
Mark Kennedy
HASEKO Construction Management
Group, lnc.
Special Appointee-Associate
Dean Uchida
SSFM International, lnc.
Immediate Past President
Greg Tl\ie|en
Complete Construction Services Corp
Chief Executive Officer
Karen T‘ Nakamura
BlA-Hawaii

2014 Directors

Anthony Barge
EMA Sales
Carleton cm";
Castle & Cooke Hawaii. lnc.
Chris Cheung
cc Engineering & Construction. lnc.
Clifton Crawford
C&J Contracting. Inc.
Eri: Bass
DR Horton. Schuler Dl\/lSiDl’l

Gary 1'. Okimaku
Honolu|u Wood Treating
Lili shine“:
Alan Shintanl. Inc.
Mark Herlel
lnter~lsland Solar Supply. Oahu-Maui
l-lawaii~Kauai

Marshall Hickcx
Horneworks Construction. Inc.

Michael Walanahe
JW, Inc.

Ryan Engle
Bays Lung Pose & Holrna

Stephen Hanson
sirnplicltyl-JR by /muss

BIA-HAWAII
Bulmmc lnousnv Assocumou

l VOlCE l l .‘ ~ I

Testimony to the House Committee on Water and Land
Wednesday, February 12, 2014

8:00 a.m.
State Capitol - Room 325

RE: H.B. 1678, Relatinq to Historical Preservation

Dear Chair Evans, Vice-Chari Lowen, and members of the Committee:

My name is Gladys Marrone, Government Relations Director for the Building
Industry Association of Hawaii (BIA-Hawaii), the Voice of the Construction Industry
We promote our members through advocacy and education, and provide
community outreach programs to enhance the quality of life for the people of
Hawaii. BIA-Hawaii is a not-for-profit professional trade organization chartered in
1955, and af liated with the National Association of Home Builders.

BIA-Hawaii has concerns with H.B. 1678, which provides that historic
properties shall be over seventy-five years old. Provides that nothing in chapter 6E,
HRS, shall be construed to require a review by the DLNR for residential property
that has not been entered, or nominated by the owner of the residence for entry,
onto the Hawaii register of historic places.

We understand the 50-year requirement is a Federal requirement pursuant to
the National Historic Presen/ation Act of 1966 (NHPA). In order to qualify for a
listing on the National Register of Historic Places, your property needs to generally
be at least 50-years old.

We recommend this Committee instead hear H.B. 2143, which would exempt
single-family residences from SHPD review unless they are already listed as a
historic structure. Please note that unless federal or state monies are involved in
the alteration of a home, private homeowners are allowed to do as they please to
their property. Therefore, H.B. 2143 will bring immediate relief to homeowners
trying to obtain a building permit, as well as the construction industry.

We appreciate the opportunity to share with you our views.

Mailing address: P.O. Box 970967, Waipahu, HI 96797 Street address: 94-487 Akoki Sh, Waipahu, HI 96797-0967;
Telephone: (805) B47-4666 Fax: (SOB) 440-1198 E-mai l; lnfo@biahawaii.org; www.biahawaii.org
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